
PRE-PURCHASE RECOMMENDATIONS
 

TO: ALL PROSPECTIVE BUYERS 

FROM: £Iue mron l=oJ10LD 
RE: PROPOSED PURCHASE OF ANY HORSE 

It is not unusual for clients of any equestrian establishment to seek to purchase their own horse(s) after a period 
of either instruction or training, and what is set forth below is a series of recommendations which is deemed 
advisable for anyone considering. the purchase of any horse. 

1. PRE-PURCHASE EXAM. Your veterinarian should be contacted and requested to perform a pre-purchase 
examination of any horse you might consider purchasing. A pre-purchase examination is entirely different from a 
veterinary examination pertaining to normal vaccinations, dewormings or any other sort of veterinary procedure. 
Generally, horses are sold with no warranties, with some limits, and if the buyer elects not to have the horse 
examined, the buyer in most cases purchases the horse -- AS IS. That is, what you see is what you get. 

2. REALIZE YOUR LIMITATIONS. Even if you buy a well-trained horse that has won numerous championships, 
there is no guarantee that you or your child will be able to reach the level of performance achieved by other 
ri'ders with the same horse. That is not to say that you willi not achieve success, but horses are not much 
different from people in that various personalities get along better than others. You should assume that your 
horse would respond differently to you than its previous owner, and we all hope the productivity established by 
such relationship is greater than that of the previous owner. 

3. ASK QUESTIONS. Most people hate to admit that there is something they do not know. As a consequence, 
many people do not want to ask questions that would, in their opinion. make them appear ignorant or less than 
expert. The horse industry is very complex and operates under its own rules and traditions, independent of what 
one may perceive as normal in other areas of sales. If you don't know something, ask questions. 

4. REMEMBER THAT WHAT YOU SEE IS WHAT YOU GET. Horses change hands from time to time and it is 
somewhat different than buying a car. A horse may be injured and suffer permanent damage or it may be 
abused from owner to owner causing certain behavioral traits which were apparent at one time and may not be 
apparent at others. Realize that each horse-related transaction is different from the others, and each transaction 
must be evaluated on its own merits. 

5. INHERENT RISKS. Participants must acknowledge there are inherent risks associated with equine activities 
such as described below, and assume all risks associated with participating in such activities. 

THE INHERENT RISKS INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO THE PROPENSITY OF EQUINES TO BEHA VE 
IN WAYS SUCH AS, RUNNING, BUCKING, BITING, KICKING, SHYING, STUMBLING, REARING, FALLING 
OR STEPPING ON, THAT MA Y RESULT IN AN INJURY, HARM OR DEATH TO PERSONS ON OR AROUND 
THEM; THE UNPREDICTABILITY OF EQUINE'S REACTION TO SUCH THINGS AS SOUNDS, SUDDEN 
MOVEMENT AND UNFAMILIAR OBJECTS, PERSONS OR OTHER ANIMALS; CERT AIN HAZARDS SUCH AS 
SURFACE AND SUBSURFACE CONDITIONS; COLLISIONS WITH OTHER ANIMALS; THE LIMITED 
AVAILABILITY OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE; AND THE POTENTIAL OF A PARTICIP ANT TO ACT IN A 
NEGLIGENT MANNER THAT MAY CONTRIBUTE TO INJURY TO THE PARTICIPANT OR OTHERS, SUCH AS 
FAILING TO MAINTAIN CONTROL OVER THE ANIMAL OR NOT ACTING WITHIN SUCH PARTICIP ANT'S 
ABILITY. 


